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P» RoE: F ‘AicGesBe 


wived Isom 3:1 
IVE sanedl revolutions of thei fan:iare siiabeiatetobod 
fince the Critical Review anade' its firft-dppeardnte, under 
fuch peculiar aufpices, that forthe greater -part ofthat fimsanh 
has been expofed to the inceffant hoftilities of a combination of 


foes, that can hardly be paralleled: in any other period of the ams 


nals of literature. 

Tt hath fuftained all the complicated affaults of dulnefs, whofe 
name is'Légion ; whofe progetty {pting up like'the dragon's 
teeth which Cadmtis fowed';'whofe heads, like thofe of the Hydra, 
are no fooner mowed dowh;*than they regerminaté © as ‘if were! 
tinder the feythe; with the mot aftonithing intreafe <0 593 

Yet dulnefS; tho’ formid7ble’in her own ftrénigth,: is Not the 
only ‘adverfary ‘which hath’ taken the field againih the Critical 
Review? ‘Ithath been obliged’ tO encounter the rage OF jealoufy, 
the fury of ‘difappoinrment, ° ‘the’ malevolence of ehvy, the heat fF 
mifapprehenfion, and ithe Wrehtment of overweening merits: ” 

Its fuppofed authors’ have ‘been' vilified in perfor, ‘and affafii- 
nated in reputation! Orie géntlenpan, in particalar,:whofe cha- 
racter ftands in fome degree of favour-with the public, h4s been 
fingled oiit:ds:a vidim, :andigalled: by all thefhafts of maliguity. 
He has:noti only felt theiroxvof! perfecution. and- profécution for 
opinions which he really broached, but he has been infalted ia 
public abufe,-‘and tradnced:\in private calumny, by\obfcure au- 
thors whom he did not know, for criticifms he had not.writter, 
én performances which he never faw. Peace to:all fiigh 3: they are 
now at reft ,'and:we-haye.no-intention to, diftinb. sheéis-athess 
Like the in fects of ia furmmer's:day they haved buzzed and fiungs 


and ftunk; andvexpireds; ‘but like ‘other vermin, dthe,eggs: they: 


have depofited, may, by fome revolving fun of fuccefs, be hatched 


for: the propagatiow vf the (pebickss) Be thataditwillyfuch puny . 


ftings can ‘have no: longer any. eet ‘upon the Critical Reviews 
improved vand : ftrengtheniedias dt! is,)in agerand) conttitution, 
fchooleéd -by itd fufferings; aswell as hardened byithé oppelitien 
which it-has umdergone,and nosh fairly farmouptedes : 

The proprietors gladly feize this opportunity of thanking the 
public; iby: whofe favaiir: thev dvere animated 't aperfeverance 
which ‘hath triumphed over all their adverfaries + :they have dit; 
tributed the fubjeéts infach 'ahmanner among the.different wri, 
ters concerned in the executiancof the! work, and made fuch:al- 
terations im it’s aconomy;°as othey fidtter_ themfelves, will be 
found fatisfaftory and agreeable to the reader of ;ipgenuity and 
candour? ‘Dhey are deférceined to fuffport We fame spirit of im- 
partiality and freedom, by which it has been hithe rto, f> eminently 
presi. see and cantioue to exert their | belt” ‘endeavours for 
the regulation of tafte and the Hondur of true eriticifa. : 

‘Vos. XL. January 1761. B The 
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e Effay on Criticifme 


The. following @flay, tho’ not éxactly conformatile fo the plan 
of the Critical Review, has neverthelefs fuch an affinity with it, 
and is executed with fuch élepance and precifion, that we are 
perfuaded the:reader will not be forry' to fee it préfixed,-as an in- 
paeeaee the eleventh volume of the work, ! 


An Enquiry hab the Nature of Critieifn, with weed 16 the Progr 


of Literature. 


HE potted of ** she prefent State of palite Learning in Bux. 
rope,” (fee Critical Review,.vol. VIE, ,p.. 369) tanks cri; 
ticifm among the caufes of the decline of eotent literature. Whe- 


142 we 


writer’s -conlaienheel of the isthe of his own. fy oe 
to pals. the.fiery trial, and to bear the teft of a micer eyes 
That confcioufurs ought, at firft, to have reftrained him from 
“ imagining a device that he was, not able.to perform.” 


.. # Sumite-inateriam vettris, qui feribitis; 2quam 
_. Viribus, &iwerfate diu, quid ferre recufent, 
Quid valeant .humeri.” 

Trué crititi~rtemsat nothing: elfe ‘but the diminithing the 
fumbet of ‘ufelcfs:volumes ;. fictt;owritten by conceit, mer af 
terwards purchafed by ignorance, ' 
~ Falfé criticifh may, and certaimly idehg tend to the. ‘prado f 
hiterature, 0 bat at .we 
© What is dntitfelf of the bet tendency may. he sienealie ‘and 
as there is 'hocvirtue whiclocalumny may:notumifcal, or obloquy 
give a turn. to; ‘fo there is:no beauty: ima writer’s compofition} 
flrat’ me pleat be mifconftrued by! malignity, and per ventte by 
ridicule, 

“Aditde: baal a great deal of. iN-nature,. will fansite the 
Katy itt but Hot the critic. © True orttirifm, whens uniter the dit 
réetion! of “tafles: tempered with »eahdos,  fupportedawith: piri; 
and purified With impartiality, mutt, on allhands, be allowed 
to encourage hmid promote, Fathon than, tend to. rahe decline of 
iterature. aj a 

Tape is certainly an: indifpentible: ¢ualifeation 3 im arcriti¢,: tq 
rélith the beauties of an author, to-difeever and point seut thofe 
which “re latent, and lie concealed from: ‘the eyes of! a! fuperhs 
cial “reacers"t6Cdetr8a the ietcors of a weiter; andidifplay an 
their juft and préper colours»the merits ane: faults off each lites 


Paty produ@ion. °--: i168) bavot 
Tafie, however,” is — of ial to form| fie charaGer 
of the critic, 


-The quicknefs of his peniepeions: his: acute, delicate fenfa- 


tom, mutt be tempered with that = thing needful, 
: Cs fo01 cearn® LX Gander, 












Efay. on, Critici/as. 3 
Cander, Whilft his fagacity and igen athe? him to 
difcover, fo his charity mut prompt him, to, bi le, covers and 
conceal little flips and Anadyertencies, ae ‘paucis offendar ma~ 
culis; he mutt: not be za rigid tp mark, Ww bat #5, dope amifs, ROr 
check the laudable {pirit of pilation pipuripg tp literary J am 3 
favourable allowances muft be made, and fome, regard to the 
zntention, influence his judgment as to e aah its of the execution. 
Even the. errors of gendus muft demand his ‘indulgence, and 
modefty, though defective in the acumen ingeyit,-Claim his ten- 
der regard :—he mutt Jnite friendly, and. reprove with loving 
corredion. — 

Tafte and candor, however _neceflary ingredients, are. yet 
infufficient to compofe the critic, unlefs they be accompanied 
with =. 

Spirit. Truth: is but one thing, and, can, no more be over- 
thrown, than ignorance can be eftablithed ; however pom- 
poufly the one may be ufhered. into. the werkt. however hum- 
bly the other ; error muft not be connived at, becaufe it is dig- 
nified by titles, nor the blemifhes of a literary Bradner, pal- 
liated and extenuated to the ptejudice of veracity, 

* Out with it, Dunciad, tet the fecret pals, 
The fecret to each fool, that.he’s an als.” _. 

The true..critic, mutt. fpeak. as he feels, be, the,truth ever So 
difagrecable. Writers of great talents, who employ their parts 
in propagating immorality, and feafoning ‘vicious. fentiment 
with wit and humour, are to be looked | upon as the pefts of 
fociety, and enemies of mankind. Againft the ill impreflions 
which may be apprehénded from wit, unlefs tempered with de- | 
licacy, from performances bordering on obfcenity and prophane- 
nefs, tending to promote diffolute and licentious principles, he 
mutt look upon it as his is duty to warn the reader ;—Latet anguis 
in herba: 

When truth. or virtue an me endures, 
Th’affront, is mine, my friend, and fhould be yours. 

The true critic will,look upgn; it as incumbent upon him to 
rife up, and refent the indignity. | Tafte, candor, and spirit, tho? 
they are all effentially neceflary to, yet will they not perfed the 
critic. To complete his charater, we muft add (without which 
all his other qualifications are infuficient, to procure. efteem) 

Impartiality. .-Perfonal zeflechons, and invidious diftinétions, 
mutt have no-plate in the true oritic.. He muft firive to forget 
the maz, whilft.he is animadyerting gn the writer. As the pub- 
lic is his patron, fo to obtain the favour of the public muft be his 
fole aim; and in order to this, he muft diveft himJelf equally 
from the bias of friend thip, or, the prejudice J of party. Truth 
alone, muft be the invariable ohje€t of his purfuits in.every, point 
of view ; unawed by fear, uninfluenced by envy,.and gnmoved 
by patfiion, Bz Cer- 





























4 Effay on Crititifn. 


Certainly the caufe of literature may effentially fuffer from 
criticifm, if not under thefe reftriftions. 

As there is not, perhaps, in the whole circle of literary-em- 
ployment, a more arduous tafk than that of a judicious critic, 
it is no wonder if we have feen this charaéter affumed by thofe 
who were unequal to it, and that, which ought to be, and, in 


right hands certainly is, the te? and criterion, become the bane and 


déeftraction of literature. When the abule of title pages is come 
to fuch a pafs, that fronti nulla fides (and we may not unjuftly 
apply the words of the Roman poet to the literary productions 
of this age /unt bona, funt quedam mediocria, funt mata plura.) 
certainly it is highly expedient, that a fet of men of approved 
parts and talents, fhould undertake ‘the charitable employment 
of reading for the public ;.and thus exert the abilities with 


- which nature hath endowed’ them, in the'fervice of their coun- 


try, and in the caufe of literature. 
To expatiate on the utifty of fuch a tafk, would be equally 


vain and fuperfluous. Undoubtedly the art of criticifm never 


rofe to fuch a degree of perfe&tion as mow, and no wonder un- 
der /uch hands, and executed by maffers. 

To pafs any encomium on the manner in which they have per- 
formed their parts, would be needlefs and unneceffary, as it is 
confpicuous to all competent judgés: that is felf-evident ; and 
whatever I could fay, would at beft-be but a faint eccho of the 
public voice. 

Sufficient proof is given, that they did not attempt fo aie 
an undertaking, without having maturely confidered their owl 
abilities previous to the execution. 

Envy and malignity are the fure concomitants of merit and 
fuccefs. . 

“© Fervens difficili bile tumet jecur, 
Et in celeres Jambos mifit. Furentem.” 

Thefe will be fo far from intimidating the trae critic, that he 
will triumph in them as the beft teftimony of real deferr. 

‘He will fet at defiance the impotent efforts of ftupidity and 
dulnefs tod/a/? his attempts, and afperfe his laudable endeavours: 

Perfecution, he is confcious,- mu? be the fate of all -re- 
formers; ——(For what is lefs grateful than reproof ?) 

But entirely depending on the favour of the public (which is 
the only patron he will’ever follicit, being perfonally no man’s 
enemy, no man’s deperdant, the votary of no fect, ‘the tool of 
ho faction) he defpifes the threats of little minds; fpirited sien 
revenge ; 


«Eft mihi tanti. 
Ready to exclaim with the great Roman orator, 
*« Hoc animo femper fui, ut invidiam, virtute ‘partam, ‘glo? 
riam non invidiam puterem.” 


THE 








